
ENGAGEMENT: SCRIPTURE & SOCIETY
To make efforts to improve the state of Bible literacy 
in our students, ‘Engaging Scripture and Society’ was 
chosen as the emphasis for the year 2013.  We also 
sought to explore and review the way FES could both 
have a deep and sound engagement with Scripture 
and at the same time engage the society with its 
issues as well. At the staff level, a few intensive 
discussions on this topic were carried out. A Survey 
on Scripture Engagement was designed to look at 
the extent of the student’s knowledge of Scripture 
and how this knowledge was acquired. We hope 
that through this survey, we can explore better and 
more relevant strategies to help our students engage 
deeply in Scripture. The survey content has been 
finalised and it will be rolled out in early 2014. 

INTEGRATION & 
CONTINUITY
Integration among the English Section, 
Chinese Work and Indonesian Ministry 
has had good progress in the past 
one year among the staffworkers and 
respective students. In May 2013, the 
FES National Student Council (NSC) 
was founded, comprising chairpersons 
from all the Christian Fellowships 
(CFs) affiliated to FES. NSC promotes 
a more integrative cooperation among 
the sections and serves to empower 
students to be more involved in 
student work at the national level. 

Likewise, there is progress in our 
efforts to integrate the curriculum for 
missions training. The next step is to 
implement it across the sections.

In the area of integrating the student 
and graduate ministries, besides 
having joint programmes, we need to 
initiate a more rigorous understanding 
of each other’s ministry and aligning 
the direction in moving forward.

FROM THE GS DESK

As we encourage our students 
to hold Scripture more dearly, 
we should, at the same time, 
reach out to the world. The 
late John Stott suggests that 
Christians must engage in double 
listening – listening to the Word 
(Scripture) and listening to the 
world. The world is in great 
spiritual, moral and material 
poverty. Injustice is rampant. 
What efforts or actions can we 
make to bring back the state of 
blessedness in the world and 
society according to what 
our Lord Jesus suggests?

In other words, our efforts in 
faithfully engaging Scripture 
should lead to an engaging 
Scripture in all aspects of life. 
We would like to see our 
students as “students of 
the Word and for the world”.

Lisman Komaladi (FES General Secretary)

PIONEERING & 
SUSTAINABILITY
God has opened ministry opportunities for us in a 
number of new campuses but the work remains 
fragile. One gathering attracted more than 40 
students, but at the same pioneering campus 
the following week, only five students turned up. 
Though Bible study groups have been initiated 
in some campuses, the students’ commitment is 
inconsistent. Much work still needs to be done in 
building conviction in the students on the strategic 
importance of student ministry.

In spite of the challenges, we believe that pioneering 
work has rejuvenated student ministry on the whole. 
We also realise that we still have many lessons 
we can learn about working with students and the 
creative ways in which God leads.

MISSION OF GOD & THE TASK OF THE CHURCH
On 25 and 26 September, we hosted two public talks: a theological consultation, and a missions 
consultation (jointly organised with Overseas Missionary Fellowship) with Dr Christopher 
Wright. The talks and consultations were well received by the Christian community.

MOVING FORWARD
As the students, staff, and volunteers have been rallied to work together, we look 
forward eagerly to the greater work that God is willing to manifest among us. To this 
end, I would like to appeal to your continued support for FES and our ministry. In one 
way or another, what you are or have been doing is indeed instrumental in helping us 
to “finish the race and complete the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace” 
(Acts 20:24) among the tertiary students in Singapore.

FAITH & ACADEMICS
FES was also involved in mobilising seminars promoting the integration of faith and academics. 
Some that were carried out in 2013 were: 
a. Seminar on Science and Faith by Dr David Wilkinson
b. Teachers Dedication Service and Seminar together with Teachers Christian Fellowship and NIE-CF
c. Medical Students Seminar together with Christian Medical & Dental Fellowship and VCF-Medicine 
d. Law Students Conference together with Lawyers’ Christian Fellowship.
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NATIONAL 
STUDENT 
COUNCIL Zeng Hanyi (Chairperson, NSC)

The inaugural National Student Council (NSC) comprises all the chairpersons of the 
tertiary Christian Fellowships (CFs) from all ministry sections affiliated to FES. 

The NSC’s vision and mission is as follows: 
• To become a prophetic presence, in word and action, to members of the various 

CFs and to the campus at large
• To nurture an integral and hermeneutical community that:
 / discerns God’s calling for his people on campus, as informed by Scripture 
 / reads the times
 / responds by speaking and acting prophetically

BECOME A 
PROPHETIC 
PRESENCE 

IN WORD 
& ACTION

One tangible fruit of our 
vision and mission was seen 
when we organised World 
Student Day (WSD) held on 
15 October, in conjunction 
with many other IFES 
movements across the world. 
The objective of WSD was 
to expand the depth and 

breadth of our vision of the body of 
Christ in Singapore. Students were 
challenged to hear God and read the 
times in the celebration of fellowships 
in neighbouring countries. They 
were called to engage creatively and 
intimately with specific challenges of 
student ministry in Singapore, namely 
issues of apathy, vulnerable peoples 
and personal holiness.

NSC has created opportunities 
and challenges for the student 
leaders, who come from 
the English, Chinese and 
Indonesian sections of the CFs, 
to know one another. Though 
engagement across campuses 
is still rather limited, I believe 
the sentiment is hopeful as 
the very existence of NSC 
testifies to our unity in Christ, 
regardless of language and 
culture differences. When we 
come together with our various 
CF visions, perspectives and 
backgrounds, we can identify 
our blind spots and move 
forward in concert.

COMMUNICATIONS 
& RESOURCE 
MINISTRY Chong Yun Mei (Head) / Lin Wei

ENCOURAGE 
READING 
THROUGH 
THE LENS OF 
SCRIPTURE

FES’ thrice yearly newsletter, Perspective, was re-designed 
beginning with the July/August issue. The November issue 
was a ‘bumper’ edition, which included the paper on Dr 
Christopher Wright’s talks on “The Mission of God and the 
Task of the Church” as an insert. (To read the paper, refer to 
http://fessingapore.org/public/files/perspective-201311.pdf, 
page 19 of 56)

Besides publishing Perspective and maintaining the website 
to keep our supporters, students and friends updated on 
our ministry, we also worked with Dr Vinoth Ramachandra, 
IFES Secretary for Dialogue and Social Engagement, to do a 
re-print with slight revision of the monograph, Your Kingdom 
Come, which was first published in 1986.   

Throughout the academic year, NUS VCF continued their 
regular practice of setting up booktables at their fellowship 
teaching meetings, training sessions and camps. A couple 
of the other CFs are slowly picking up this practice as 
well. The booktable that FES set up in partnership with 
Biblical Graduate School of Theology at the talks with Dr 
Christopher  Wright in September 2013, was well received.

We persevere on to encourage students to read with depth 
and breadth in matters relating to their faith, and to use the 
resources available as tools for Christian growth. Though 
some may have switched to reading e-books, we continue 
to play our role in introducing relevant and stimulating 
Christian resources to encourage a reading culture and 
reading through the lens of Scripture. 

ANNUAL 
REVIEW
2013

It is with deep gratitude that I am writing this Annual Review 2013. This past one year, we 
have been delighted to witness God working through our staff and students in the following 
three strategic ministry priorities:

OUR PEOPLE 
As at 31 December 2013, FES has 22 staff (19 ministry staff and three 
administrative staff) under its employ. Out of the 22, three are part-time staff.   

For every $10 spent, 

FINANCE
INCOME
In comparison to the previous year, 
income in 2013 increased by 8%. 

EXPENSES

Full accounts are available on request. 

SPECIMEN
Evangelical Students (IFES)

Serving God among Students 
& Graduates in Singapore

F E S  A F F I L I AT E S
• Varsity Christian Fellowship, National 

University of Singapore (NUS VCF)
• Polytechnic Christian Fellowship, 

Singapore Polytechnic (PCF)
• Ngee Ann Polytechnic Christian 

Fellowship (NPCF)
• Nanyang Technological University 

Christian Fellowship, including National 
Institute of Education Christian 
Fellowship (NTU-CF, NIE-CF)

• Singapore Institute of Management 
Students’ Christian Fellowship         
(SIM SCF) 

• Students’ Christian Fellowship Temasek 
Polytechnic (SCF-TP)

• Informatics Christian Fellowship (ICF)
• James Cook University Singapore 

Christian Fellowship (JCUS CF) 
• Military Christian Fellowship (MCF)
• Graduates’ Christian Fellowship (GCF)
• Nanyang University Graduates’ 

Christian Fellowship (NUGCF)

P I O N E E R I N G  W O R K  at 
Nanyang Polytechnic, 
Republic Polytechnic, 
Curtin University, 
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, 
LASALLE College of the Arts, 
East Asia School of Business, 
Management Development 
Institute of Singapore and 
Singapore Institute of Technology

F E S  P R E S I D E N T  

• Dr Lawrence Chia

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T S  
• Dr Ernest Chew  
• Rev. Dr Choong Chee Pang 
• Rev. Timothy See 
• Bishop Wee Boon Hup



ENGLISH 
SECTION

INDONESIAN 
MINISTRY

Yvonne Choo (Head) / 
Sherry Hua / Siah May Lan / 
Jeremiah Goh / Kevin Chia / 
Elaine Chan / Lilian Tan (admin)

Michael Senjaya Kang (Head) / 
Victor Wibowo / Adrian Nugroho / 
Darryl Andriyan Putra / 
Rika Widjaja (admin)

INTENTIONAL 
SCRIPTURE 
ENGAGEMENT

DISTINCTIVES OF 
STUDENT 
MINISTRY INFORMATICS / The work at Informatics 

was temporarily halted due to the school’s 
decision to discontinue student intake from 
Nigeria. However, this crisis has given us 
the opportunity to reach out to students of 
different backgrounds and nationalities.

EAST ASIA SCHOOL OF BUSINESS / There are 
many opportunities to build friendships with 
foreign students, many whom have not yet 
known the Lord. Often, we host a meal for 
them at a local home, followed by Bible 
studies for those who are keen.

NANYANG ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS / The 
students have matured in their desire to hear 
God’s Word; and willingness to pray for, as 
well as encourage each other through various 
personal struggles and challenges at school. 

English Section: 
Fuji Yao (Head) / Gabriel Jiang
Chinese Work: Chan Sook Ching / 
Joyce Sune / Jackson Lum
Indonesian Ministry: Victor Wibowo / 
Adrian Nugroho / Darryl Andriyan Putra

God has opened ministry opportunities for us in various new campuses among the: 
• English-speaking students at Informatics, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, 

James Cook University Singapore, and East Asia School of Business;
• Chinese-speaking students at Nanyang Polytechnic, Republic Polytechnic and 

Temasek Polytechnic; and the
• Indonesian students at Singapore Management University, Curtin University, 

LASALLE, Management Development Institute of Singapore. 

It is heartening to witness that God fulfils our “ambition” to “preach the 
Gospel where Christ was not known” (Rom. 15:20).

Preliminary contact has also been initiated among students in 
Singapore University of Technology and Design and Singapore 

Institute of Technology to explore the feasibility of pioneering 
CFs there.

We are truly grateful to God who considers us worthy 
to be servants of his Gospel among students at these 

campuses. Pray with us as we continue to work 
hard to build conviction in them on the strategic 

importance of student ministry.

 

Siah May Lan (FES Missions Staffworker)

MISSIONS
It has been a joy seeing students come to a 
deeper understanding of God’s mission that 
is firmly grounded in His Word. 

In August 2013, about 30 students from 
NUS VCF and NTU-CF enrolled in the FES 
G-Cube (God’s Global Glory) missions 
education and training programme. Prior to 
that, two teams of students were attached 
to Care Channels in the Philippines and an 
IFES student movement in East Asia for a 
period of about four to five weeks. 

EDUCATING 
STUDENTS 
ABOUT 
INTEGRAL
MISSION

During the past year, we have seen growth 
in the Indonesian Students’ Christian 
Fellowship (ISCF) at NTU and NUS as well 
as some of the pioneering campuses.  At 
NUS ISCF, the bond between the students is 
noticeably stronger and a Bible Engagement 
Study Team (BEST) was formed, which in 
itself demonstrated the growth of student 
initiative in the fellowship. 

We thank God for the opportunities that He 
gave to us to interact and share the Gospel 
with the pre-believers who came to the 
various ISCF meetings. A few of them came 
to faith in Jesus Christ. Though we are 
encouraged to see this, we have observed 
that some students lack courage and 
enthusiasm to share the Gospel. From this, 
we see the need to refocus the ministry 
to emphasise the centrality of the cross of 
Christ in our teaching and Bible study.

We thank God for the Evangelistic Bible Study 
(EBS) ministry at both NUS and NTU. This 
has led some students to come to a saving 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
through the EBS. A good number of brothers 
and sisters availed themselves to help the new 
Christians settle down in local churches.

Around 60 students participated in two 
combined university and polytechnic Bible 
study camps that focused on the Old Testament 
Prophets. After the camps, the students 
continued to have Bible studies in their 
respective groups, engaging the Scriptures and 
applying what they have learnt.

We have been encouraged to see that the 
postgraduates in NTU and NUS, though having 
limited time and resources, have started to think 
more about how they can be a living testimony 
for Christ on campus. 
 
Regular Bible Study meetings for university and 
polytechnic graduates continued on a monthly 
basis. We also held gatherings to explore the 
role of graduates in the marketplace and 
church, and to encourage reflection on 

Lai Sze Khiong (Head) / 
Chan Sook Ching / Lim Chee Tat / 
Jackson Lum / Joyce Sune / 
Kong Ling Fang (admin)

CHINESE 
WORK PIONEERING

MINISTRY

SKETCH (COMBINED LASALLE AND NAFA) / 
The overall direction in 2013 was to 
enhance closeness among the regular 
members of about eight to twelve students. 

CURTIN UNIVERSITY / The weekly attendance 
has dropped to only four to five students. 
However, we have been receiving support 
from students from the more established 
campus ministries who occasionally attend 
the meetings to give encouragement. 

MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE 
OF SINGAPORE / The student leaders have 
exercised more initiative this year, such 
as thinking through and planning suitable 
programmes, as well as choosing the 
themes for the weekly meetings, which 
has an attendance of 12 to 15 students. 

SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY / 
We are encouraged to see 10 new 
students attending the small groups last 
year. The average regular attendance at 
the fellowship meeting was around 15 
to 20 people (including alumni). 

TEMASEK POLYTECHNIC & REPUBLIC 
POLYTECHNIC / We are seeing a small but 
regular number of students attending the 
weekly fellowship gatherings. 

PREACH 
THE GOSPEL 
WHERE 

CHRIST 
WAS NOT KNOWN

GROWTH OF

STUDENT 
INITIATIVE

SHARING 
THE 
GOSPEL

This year, most of the Christian Fellowships 
(CFs) have put in effort into looking at more 
intentional Scripture engagement – the 
Polytechnic CFs faithfully studied the book of 
Jonah; NTU-CF ran a course on hermeneutics; 
and NUS VCF has seen increased 
participation in their Bible Engagement Study 
Team (BEST). The combined NTU-NUS Bible 
camp SWAT (Studying the Word All Together) 
had very encouraging response from the 
campers. We hope that the students will 
continue to gain a love for studying the Word 
and integrating that with life.

It has been getting more challenging to work 
with international students on campus due to 
various changes that have taken place. Whilst 
the host family programme continues to be 
coordinated by FES, more creative ways are 
needed for our CFs to befriend international 
students and perhaps more integration with 
the host family programme is needed. 

Since Dr Christopher Wright’s talk in 
September on the Mission of God and the 
Task of the Church, the students have been 
greatly challenged to reconsider their views 
on ministry and mission. Though the concepts 
are not easy, we continue to encourage the 
students to gain a more wholistic perspective 
of missions.

With the recent emphasis on “engagement”, 
we see fewer opportunities to address the 
importance of our distinctives and strategic 
significance of student ministry. However 
without these basics, we will gradually lose 
our distinctives and sense of calling which 
guide our ministry. May we continue to 
strive to ground our faith in our basics while 
contextualising it in creative ways. 

Over at the polytechnic CFs, the G-Cube 
Poly Intercultural (PIE) Programme saw 
a greater emphasis on local missions 
exposure. A three-week long missions 
exposure was carried out in March (one 
to Northern Thailand and another group 
to Cambodia).

Our first combined student and alumni 
camp was held from 7 to 10 August 2013. 
The purpose of the camp was to re-ignite 
the passion for student ministry among 
the student leaders and graduates. 77 
students and graduates attended this 
camp, which also served as a good 
ground to strengthen our alumni base. 

We thank God for his guidance as well as 
his providence in our ministry. When we 
were about to end the year with a deficit, 
God supplied our lack of funds and even 
gave us more than we needed.

EVANGELISTIC 
BIBLE STUDY

SALT 
& LIGHT 
IN THE

MARKETPLACE

how we can be salt and light in this present day. A 
camp was organised for fresh graduates to help them 
prepare for their new phase of life.

In line with one of our aims to support Chinese 
churches in the nurturing of Christian youths, 
we held the annual Youth Theological 
Camp at Trinity Theological College in 
December 2013. The camp, with the 
theme ‘谈性色不变’, was attended 
by more than 50 participants from 
different denominational churches. 

With the good progress made in educating 
students about integral mission in the 
campus fellowships, and students who 
are increasingly well-travelled or have 
gone on short-term mission trips with 
their churches before, many have become 
more aware and are looking to go further 
when they join the G-Cube programme. 
There is therefore a need to further push 
the boundaries of the programme syllabus 
and explore more cutting-edge topics 
in integral mission, whether in local or 
overseas settings.

We also recognise that training and 
education in integral mission should 
be for all students, and not just for the 
small number who come for the G-Cube 
programme. As such, we are exploring de-
centralising the core part of the programme 
to the different campuses.

Serving God among Students 
& Graduates in Singapore


