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GS Desk
 

WALKING AND 
LIVING BY FAITH
Are we obsessed with the desire 
for control?

For we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7, 
ESV).

Uncertainties are still looming as we enter the 
New Year. Outwardly, political and economic 
circumstances remain as volatile as ever. At 
the personal level, we can neither predict 
the longevity of our lives nor fully guarantee 
the safety of our jobs. But ironically, we in 
Singapore are obsessed with the desire for 
control. Even among Christians in Singapore, 
the idol of control is prevalent. 

Despite recognising the uncertain realities, 
we often make excessive attempts to achieve 
control and security in our lives, for instance 
by buying numerous insurance policies, 
putting more money in our savings, or 
incorporating multiple safeguards in our 
plans and programmes. Yet, it is common 
to see that the more control we have, the 
more anxieties we experience. We want to 

anticipate the outcomes and see tangible 
results.

However, Paul’s exhortation to the 
Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 5 is the 
complete opposite. He believes that we do 
not live and walk by sight, but by faith. In 
this case, as Hebrews 11:1 defines, “faith is 
the conviction of things not seen.” This is a 
rare but necessary antidote to the toxic life 
obsessed with control.

How then should we walk by faith?

First, our walk should be “of good courage” 
(5:8). The original word in Greek (tharreo) is 
not just about boldness, but also a matter 
of composure, fortitude, determination, 
and cheerful joy. It means despite the 
uncertainties and anguish we may 
experience, we still walk in confidence in the 
Lord with endurance and joy.

January 2018 Impetus
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GS Desk

Second, we should walk with one “aim to 
please Him” (v.9). This means we should get 
rid of any thing or person, including control 
and security, which stands between us and 
the Lord, so our aspiration is to delight Him 
only.

Lastly, we should walk responsibly and 
conscientiously, as all of us must “appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ” (v.10). It 
means our life in this world is transient and 
we cannot run away from the certainty of 
receiving what is due for what we have done 
in the body, whether good or evil.

Hence, based on this reflection, I would like 
to commit the ministry year of 2018 into the 
Lord’s merciful hand as we carry out major 
events (FES National Conference, 28–30 
Sept; various student camps), strategic 
planning (staff conference, project BV20), 
and new initiatives (distinctive writing, 

ministry support community). Pray that we 
will do all this in good courage, to please Him 
only, and with much sensible accountability.

At the same time, with gratitude and hope, 
I would also like to pray for all of you, 
in all aspects of your life (career, family, 
relationship, ministry, community), to 
continue walking by faith, not by sight. May 
this be held in our hearts and kept in our 
minds throughout the year, so when we end 
the year 2018, we will be “standing firm in 
one spirit, with one mind striving side by 
side for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).

Lisman Komaladi
FES General Secretary
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NUS VCF
 

SHALOM 
EXHIBITION
Reimagining campus and society 
in the context of Shalom 

Varsity Christian Fellowship’s 
(VCF) Corporate Outreach 

Exhibition was held from 9–20 October 
at both the Kent Ridge and Bukit Timah 
campuses of NUS. The exhibition was 
based on the theme of Shalom – a 
biblical vision of fullness, abundance 
and harmony with all things on earth. 

In line with VCF’s direction of the 
year (“Living Beyond Boundaries – 
Reimagining Campus and Society For 
Christ”), the Shalom exhibition aimed 
to challenge both VCFers and students 
to reimagine what campus and society 
can look like in the context of Shalom.  

Phase 1
Phase 1 focused on bringing 
Shalom to the individual faculties 
in NUS. It challenged the faculty 
ministries to identify a particular 
problem within their faculties 
and reimagine what God would 
want it to look like with Shalom. 
This would be followed with an 
initiative to bring about that 
notion of Shalom. 

The exhibition consisted 
of two phases. 
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NUS VCF

Engineering CF identified that 
migrant workers constructing the 
new Engineering school building and 
cleaners in the canteen were ignored 
and underappreciated for their hard 
work. They reimagined an inclusive 
community where these “unsung 
heroes” would be accorded due love 
and respect. Over the course of two 
weeks, handmade thank you cards 
and snacks were passed out to those 
migrant workers and cleaners, with 
intentional conversations initiated 
to befriend them. Despite initial 
fearfulness faced by Engineering 
CFers, they were able to befriend the 
workers, stop by for a quick chat or 
meal whenever they bumped into 
each other, slowly building a culture of 
inclusion in their faculty. 

Engineering CFers befriending a canteen uncle

Computing CF chose to target Computing 
students who were consumed with using 
their electronics for both work and rest. 
Computing CFers were convicted that 
proper rest apart from using electronics 
was essential for each student. By God’s 
grace, Computing CF was able to revamp 
the previously cluttered faculty lounge 
into an area where students could stop 
by to take a nap, play board games or 
grab food and drinks amid their busy 
timetables. Posters encouraging students 
to take a break from their electronics and 
rest properly were also hung on the walls 
to encourage students to break their bad 
habits. This initiative was carried out for 
a week and many Computing students 
patronised the upgraded lounge and were 
able to properly rest when utilising it. 

Computing students taking a proper rest with 
friends in the lounge

Continued on next page
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Exhibition boards on the first day at the 
Engineering faculty

VCFers engaging students 
visiting the exhibition at 

Central Forum

Phase 2 was the actual exhibition 
during which each faculty 
ministry would create an artwork 
that showcased how they brought 
about Shalom in their Phase 1 
initiative. The exhibition aimed 
to prompt the NUS population 
to question if there is something 
wrong with the status quo on 
campus, and to have hope that it 
can be something better, as seen 
through the artwork.

Phase 2
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Chloe Chng
NUS, Business Administration
Year 4

An interactive board for students to write down their 
hopes

During the exhibition, VCFers were able 
to speak to passing students and teachers 
about the various artwork and initiatives. 
Commitment cards were given out with 
little tasks like “have conversations with 
a tissue auntie” to encourage the NUS 
population to bring about Shalom in 
different areas of their lives and society. 
Furthermore, an interactive board was put 
up for people to write their hopes on what 
they want campus and society to be.

Throughout the two weeks of the 
exhibition, we were blessed to witness God 
working through the conversations we 
had with teaching staff and students who 
expressed encouragement after viewing 
the exhibition. Through this, we hope 
Christians will not be fearful of challenging 
the status quo but courageously proclaim 
the hope we have in Christ, and desire to 
have His kingdom here on earth. All glory 
to God for all He has done through this 
exhibition! •
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NUS ISCF
 

THE QUEST FOR 
IDENTITY IN THE 
21st CENTURY
Seeking a Christ-centred identity

The topic of this talk, held on 5 
November 2017, on our true identity as 

God’s creation on earth has often been side-
lined, or worse still, reduced in meaning and 
significance. The world has attempted to 
redefine identity into values that bring about 
justifications to an individual’s misguided 
understanding of what is true: from wealth 
to glamour, from selfish to selfless pursuits. 
It seems that anything and everything 
can be an “identity” according to one’s 
own inclination, especially in this age of 
democracy and unbounded self-expressions.  
However, none of these self-initiated 
identities give true meaning, satisfaction, 
and joy. Instead, they are temporal and 
anchored on shaky, ephemeral foundations. 
Only Christ’s eternal attributes are solid, and 

therefore only an identity that is anchored in 
God can make us truly whole. 

Tracy Trinita of Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries, who was the speaker of this 
talk, attempted to help us re-discover this 
eternal identity that has been long buried. 
Her passionate and inspiring real-life stories 
touched the lives of many at the talk. This 
topic of identity is close to the hearts of 
students, who are often in the midst of 
finding and defining their own identity. Her 
final words on identity especially resonated 
with many of us, where she prompted us 
to ‘seek excellence for the glory of God’ as 
an expression of a Christ-centred identity. 
One common question that was posed 
speak volumes of today’s main challenge 

January 2018 Impetus
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NUS ISCF

of adopting a genuine identity: “How do 
we know if a Christ-centred identity is 
indeed the true and only one?” No short 
explanations could do justice to the truth, 
but Tracy expounded this question by giving 
an appealing counter-argument from her 
personal experience: “How do we know if 
a non-Christ-centred identity is the true 
one?” She responded by mentioning that 
the world’s most common identity markers 
revolving around wealth, fame, and self-
fulfillment are temporal and not even close 
to satisfying her deep longing for true 
joy. Only her encounter with God enabled 
her to be transformed and experience an 
indescribable, surpassing joy and security 
that flowed overwhelmingly within her. •

Juan Nathaniel
NUS, Environmental Studies 
Year 3

The speaker, Tracy (third from left), with the 
NUS ISCF Missions Exco

NUS ISCFers at the talk on re-discovering our eternal Christ-centred identity
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Combined Polytechnic 
English CF
 

FREE 
SHIPPING
A conversation about 
relationships 

In the minds of many Christian 
youths these days, the thought of 

being in a relationship while fulfilling the 
responsibilities God has given us may be 
very daunting. As Christians, what are 
our boundaries when dating someone? 
Can I date a non-Christian? Will God ever 
tell me whether I’m dating THE one? 

These were just some of the many 
questions brought up during the “boy-
girl relationship” workshop called Free 
Shipping held at Ngee Ann Polytechnic 
on 7 November 2017. 

This workshop was a combined 
polytechnic English CF event attended 
by about 50 students from Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic, Singapore Polytechnic 
and Temasek Polytechnic. Though this 
sounded like an intense workshop, it was 
more of a casual conversation between 
us students and a few “veterans” in the 
area of relationships. 

A concern that was frequently brought up 
during the workshop was the godly principles 
needed when in a relationship. Even though we 
should always be loving towards our partner 
through prayer, care and accountability, we 
must never replace God with him or her. Let our 
relationships not be a hindrance to our walk 
with Christ, instead allow it to path more ways 
to get closer to God by being spiritual buddies!

After this workshop, I have indeed benefited 
from the advice given to have a lasting yet godly 
relationship. Though being in a relationship 
may sound scary, with God’s help, it should not 
be!

“But seek first the kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” – Matthew 6:33

Judith Toh 
Singapore Polytechnic, Diploma 
in Creative Writing for Television 
and New Media, Year 1

January 2018 Impetus
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During the workshop, we were divided into 
two groups according to gender with a panel 
of speakers assigned to each group. In the 
male group, we were given a link to send our 
questions to the panellists anonymously. 
We could share our struggles freely without 
feeling condemned in any way. So I felt 
very comfortable listening to the speakers’ 
experiences in relationships as guys. They 
were relatable and vulnerable which really 
encouraged me.

From the start, I actually didn’t expect much 
from the workshop but it taught me a lot 
about things I had never given much thought 
to before. I remember very vividly my own 
experiences when they talked about areas 
such as dating non-Christians, physical 
boundaries and so on.

The thing that struck me most was how one 
of the speakers talked about how he got so 
caught up in a relationship that he put God 
second. It reminded me how I should always 
put God first, no matter who or what you love 
and what the cost. It also encouraged me to 
look for a God-loving girl who will always put 
God first, and is someone I can grow in Christ 
with. •

Chen Wen Han 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Tourism 
and Resort Management, Year 1 
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On 17 November, I attended the NTU 
ISCF fortnightly fellowship meeting. It 

would have been refreshing just to gather 
again before the exams, but the speaker, 
Prof. Ross McKenzie, left a great impression 
on me. He is a professor in physics who 
seems to use theoretical physics in material 
science research, I’m not really sure. What 
excited me was listening to a physicist’s ideas 
on Bible reading. I know a few physicists like 
him, but it was the first time listening to one.

The title of his talk was simple: The Image 
of God. He shared the story of creation 
in Genesis chapters one and two. I also 
suspected (and discovered later) that he cut 
short the talk due to time constraints. Still, I 
had many takeaways. A poignant one can be 
summarised in this statement:

“Think instead of what questions 
Genesis asks of you.”

Far too often, being university students 
grounded in reason, we think of questions to 
ask Genesis. I can list a few off the top of my 
head right now:
•	 What does a “day” in the story mean? 

How is it that the world was created in 
144 hours?

•	 Why were the sun and stars, created after 
the plants?

•	 God created humans to be distinct 
from animals. Didn’t we evolve from 
prehistoric animal ancestors?

These are just a few. And they are legitimate 
questions, after all, God has revealed many 
fascinating principles through the practice of 

NTU ISCF
 

THE IMAGE 
OF GOD
What is God saying to us in 
the book of Genesis?
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science. However, when we dissect Genesis 
like that, we fail to think about what Genesis 
is telling us and what God is telling us. The 
book was written with an ancient audience 
in mind, and it would do us no good to 
test each claim empirically by principles of 
nature. What the speaker did was to present 
a literary examination1 instead. And I found 
that his ideas actually made a lot of sense. 
More importantly, it told me what God is 
trying to say through the book of Genesis.

1 to find out what exactly is a literary criticism of 

the book of Genesis, check out Ross McKenzie’s 

post on his blog here: http://revelation4-11.

blogspot.sg/2017/11/made-in-image-of-god-talk-

in-singapore.html

Joseph Sebastian Ang
NTU, Physics & Applied Physics, 
Year 1

Stubborn as we are, we often fail to listen to 
God. It is praiseworthy to use the reasoning 
power God gave us rigorously. However, we 
must never forget to “lean not on your own 
understanding” (Prov. 3:5). Think logically, 
but when God tells you something, be sure to 
perk up and listen, since the Creator knows a 
lot more than you. •

Prof. Ross McKenzie (back 
row, third from right) with 
NTU ISCFers 

http://revelation4-11.blogspot.sg/2017/11/made-in-image-of-god-talk-in-singapore.html
http://revelation4-11.blogspot.sg/2017/11/made-in-image-of-god-talk-in-singapore.html
http://revelation4-11.blogspot.sg/2017/11/made-in-image-of-god-talk-in-singapore.html
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FES-GCF Seminar
 

CHRISTIAN 
CALLING IN LIFE
Finding wisdom, courage and resilience in 
an uncertain world

One of the key efforts FES and Graduates’ Christian 
Fellowship (GCF) are partnering in is to equip young 

graduates at the workplace through seminars and talks 
relevant to their needs. The first programme of this nature 
was a seminar titled Christian Calling in Life: Wisdom, Courage 
and Resilience in an Uncertain World, held at the chapel of 
Orchard Road Presbyterian Church on 24 November 2017. We 
were privileged to have Lord Stephen Green (formerly a Group 
Chairman of HSBC Holdings and former Minister of State for 
Trade and Investment in the UK; also, an Anglican priest) to 
share his accumulated wealth of experience on challenges 
inherent in the Christian calling.  

14
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a wide range, from philosophical (“How do you 
see God in numbers and profits?” or “Is the 
concept of calling theologically overrated?”), 
practical (“In your vast working experience, 
how did you struggle and strive over many 
grey areas in terms of morality and ethical 
issues?” or “How can a Christian be a good 
entrepreneur?”), to somewhat ironic (“What 
should I do if I am not clear at all with what 
I am good at and what I am passionate in? 
Should I choose whichever ethical and moral 
job that comes first?”). Initially planned for 
only 15 minutes, the Q&A session ran more 
than 45 minutes. The discussion with Lord 
Green continued even after the seminar 
officially ended. It shows how passionate 
and hungry the young graduates are to grasp 
wisdom and learn valuable life lessons from 
one with calibre such as Lord Green. •

Attended by more than 60 young graduates 
from various universities and in various 
professions, the talk was inspiring. The 
question-and-answer (Q&A) session at the 
end was lengthy but engaging. Lord Green 
started by reminding us that no matter 
what circumstances we are in, we must 
“live a life worthy of the calling [we] have 
received” (Eph. 4:1). He then shared seven 
important areas of consideration in order 
to stay resilient to the Christian calling 
at the workplace. They are: life goals or 
purposes; godly means to attain them; right 
understanding on ambition; balancing work 
and life; issues of giving; handling failure; 
and making wise choices. He imbued his 
arguments with many of his life experiences, 
as well as encouraging examples he had 
witnessed both as a public servant and 
private banker. 

The session became more exciting when Lord 
Green attempted to answer many questions 
the young graduates raised in candid but 
measured manner. The questions came from 

Lord Stephen Green reminding us to “live a life 
worthy of the calling we have received”

Young graduates raising questions like “How do 
you see God in numbers and profits?”

Lisman Komaladi
FES General Secretary
GCF Graduate Secretary

FES-GCF Seminar
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This year’s camp was held from 14–16 
December with the theme “A time to 

tear, a time to sew”. Taken from Ecclesiastes 
chapter 3, we see that there is a time for 
everything. 

As we reflect upon the past, we look at the 
church since the reformation nearly 500 
years ago. The convictions of the reformers 
could be summed up in the five Solas: 
1. Sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”) 
2. Sola Fide (“faith alone”) 
3. Sola Gratia (“grace alone”) 
4. Solus Christus (“Christ alone”) 
5. Soli Deo Gloria (“to the glory of God alone”) 

With this foundation, we were challenged 
to place the evangelical church of today 
into perspective, and prayerfully tread on 
into the future. Through talks and even a 
game centred on the camp’s theme, we were 
imparted with much knowledge and pushed 
to reflect over the short three-day camp.

On the surface, it is easy to see how churches 
have kept some “traditions”, forgone others, 
and perhaps incorporated new ways of doing 
things. However, a prominent recurring 
topic that was brought up in such an inter-
denominational gathering of brothers and 
sisters, was the theme of unification. While 

FES Chinese Work
 

YOUTH 
THEOLOGICAL CAMP
A time to tear, a time to sew

The Youth Theological Camp is co-organised by FES Chinese Work and the Chinese Work 
Committee of the National Council of Churches Singapore for Christians in the 17-30 age group. 
The hope is that, through relevant theological discussions, the younger generation of Christians 
will be encouraged in their growth as disciples of Christ and be able to meet the challenges 
facing the Chinese churches today.
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Campers playing a game called ‘Building church’

FES Chinese Work

we can establish that we believe in the one 
same God and gospel, yet we cannot be 
“fully unified under one church”. Over time 
we have seen many “splits” in the church, 
giving rise to various denominations. 

Perhaps we cannot fully comprehend, but 
we know that God is still in absolute and 
complete control of men’s history. Today 

Chan Yee Shuin
NTU, Biomedical Science and 
Chinese Medicine, Year 3

we may see imperfections with the church, 
but in an age of consumerism in Singapore 
where many different churches are within 
reach, us youths were challenged to persist 
in commitment to our church, to walk with 
our church. 

This was one of the most memorable 
takeaways, as I had been struggling with 
issues within my church for a long time now. 
I felt like I finally had an answer. While it still 
breaks my heart, I know that God’s grace 
is enough. Every church has its own set of 
problems, we are not perfect. But if we stay 
true to the basic foundations of our faith set 
upon the Word, God will shower His mercy 
upon us, so that the church will function as 
the beacon in the darkness, to direct all to 
God. •

Partaking of the Holy communion at the end of 
the camp  – this symbolises the unity we have 
in Christ despite coming from different church 
baackgrounds

Continued on next page
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今
年的探讨营于12月14至16日举行，

主题为“撕裂有时，缝补有时”。

主题取自传道书的第3章，从经文中，我们

可以看到一切都有定时。

在这个营会当中，讲师柯哲辉牧师带领我

们走了一趟教会历史之旅，并且一同探讨 

宗教改革的五大唯独：

1. 唯独圣经 

2. 唯独基督

3. 唯独恩典

4. 唯独信心

5. 唯独神的荣耀。

以此为奠基，我们一起探讨了现今福音派

教会的本质与未来的挑战。透过两位讲员

围绕着主题的分享以及筹委所准备的游

戏，在这短短三天两夜的营会当中，我们

学习了很多，也反省了很多。

在表面上很容易看到各教会如何保留一

些“传统”，放下一些，甚至增添新的做

事方式，这也许比较贴切主题。然而，常

常被提到的一个课题是教会的合一，尤其

是在超宗派的营会当中。我们虽然都相信

同一位主和一样的福音，却无法完完整整

的在各种层次上“合一”。从过去的历史

中，我们也看到教会怎么陆陆续续分出不

同的宗派。

FES华文事工
 

青年神学探讨营
撕裂有时，缝补有时

青年神学探讨营是由FES华文部和新加坡华文教会理事会联合主办的营会。探讨营开放给

17至30岁的青年基督徒参加，希望透过相关的神学讨论，鼓励青年人追求灵命的成长，做

基督忠心的门徒，同时也有足够的智慧面对现今华文教会的挑战。
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营员们在玩一个叫“建立教会”的游戏

或许我们无法测透，但是仍知道神是这世

代、这人民的掌权者。或许我们也看到自

己教会的一些不完美，但是在现今消费主

义的时代，加上新加坡这岛国有那么多不

同的教会，身为青年基督徒的我们，被呼

吁要委身于教会，委身于教会的使命，以

及委身于教会的改革与更新。

这是我在营会中最重要的得着。回想起前

段日子，因为看到教会中有一些我不懂得

如何处理的事情，我心中总有挣扎。神似

乎透过各样信息对着我说话。虽然还是会

心痛，有时甚至感到无奈无助，但是神的

恩典是够我用的。每一间教会都会有它的

问题，我们也都不是完全完美的，只愿我

们守护并且常常回到信仰的根基——神所

默示的圣经，神必怜悯我们，好使教会能

够继续发挥其功能，引领万人从黑暗走入

光明，回转向神。 •

FES华文事工

陈奕珣

NTU, 生物医学与中医系

大三
营会尾声，营员领圣餐的其中一幕--这仪式

象征着即使我们来自不同的教会，在基督里

仍是一体
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Combined University English CF
 

SWAT CAMP 2017
Be reworked!

Studying the Word All Together (SWAT) Camp is a biennial 6D5N camp where 
students from NUS VCF, NTU CF and SIM SCF have the precious opportunity 
to study the Word all together! About 221 students attended the recent 
SWAT camp held at Majodi Centre, Johor Bahru from 26–31 December 2017.

SWAT Camp is an experience I would recommend to 
any Christian student who is searching for answers, 

a deeper appreciation of the Word, and profound 
insights in our Father’s heart.

Centered on the book of Jeremiah and focusing on the 
theme “Be Reworked” based on Jeremiah 18:4, the 
invited speaker, Rev. Dr Jerry Hwang from Singapore 
Bible College, very expertly brought us through this 
complicated, but rich book in the Bible. The message 
unfolded in five stages over five nights: Review, Rebuke, 
Return, Restore, Reset, each leading up to the aim of 
the camp of being reworked. 

Rev. Dr Jerry Hwang sharing 
learning points and challenging 
us to rethink our Christian walk
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In each message, Rev. Hwang brought us 
through a different season of Jeremiah’s 
life, drawing parallels between the struggles 
faced by Jeremiah and us modern day 
Singaporeans. He shared learning points 
and constantly challenged us to rethink our 
Christian walk. In particular, his message on 
the grace of God, reconciling God’s merciful 
yet just nature, really spoke to me and 
helped me understand our Heavenly Father 
and his heart for his children to an even 
deeper extent. I was very blessed by all the 
messages by Dr Hwang, his passion for God’s 
Word and his desire to communicate God’s 
heart to us campers.

SWAT also offered a variety of workshops 
for participants to attend, helping us 
broaden our world views as Christians. This 
year, I attended “The Gospel and Christian 
Culture”, a workshop on understanding how 
the culture we are brought up in affects the 
way we see and live out Christianity. This 
workshop provided perspectives on living as 
a Chinese (or Asian) Christian and challenged 
me to think about overlaps between Chinese 
culture and Christianity. After this workshop, 
I now have a more nuanced appreciation 

Esther Chan
NUS, Psychology 
Year 2

FInale night. Campers 
moved around an exhibit 
that pointed out various 
things in the world today 
which require God’s 
restoration

for being both Christian and a Chinese 
Singaporean, and have learnt to put more 
thought into navigating these two identities.

At SWAT, there is ample space for reflection 
and discussion. Through Inductive Bible 
Study (IBS) sessions, daily devotionals and 
Selah times, space is given to digest and 
discuss with fellow campers from different 
schools and denominations, and different 
walks of life. This creates a platform to 
not only build godly relationships, but to 
also further broaden our perspectives of 
Christianity.

All in all, SWAT 2017 was a great time of 
refreshing and re-fueled my passion for 
Christ again. I would highly encourage all 
Christians to experience this for themselves.

Continued on next page
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interesting can come from it. However, when 
learning how to see the Bible through the 
author’s eyes, it really made the Bible more 
colourful and see how politically directed it 
was. Studying the Bible from this perspective 
allowed me to ask questions such as: what 
was the author influenced by to write this 
verse? Who was the audience that the 
author was writing for? What purpose did 
the author want to achieve through writing 
it? Being a sociology major, these questions 
really perked my interest as they revolve 
around the notion of the society influencing 
an individual. 

For the workshop sessions, I attended 
a workshop called “A House Divided – 
Deconstructing Denominations”. The 
workshop speaker kept the session 
engaging by asking us questions about the 
practices and theology that we believe in 
and divided us according to our answers. 
He then quoted this verse: “For all of you 
who were baptised into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one 

The workshop leader Leo Fu, reminding us of the 
importance of maintaining unity in Christ even 
though we may have our differences

I was initially worried about joining SWAT 
camp due to its intensive nature and the 
many unfamiliar faces that I would be 
meeting as I’m very socially awkward. Upon 
getting the camp timetable, and seeing 
that the Inductive Bible Study (IBS) lessons 
were three hours long, workshops at two 
and a half hours, I wondered to myself if I 
would be able to simply concentrate during 
the sessions (as I normally couldn’t even 
concentrate during two-hour lectures in 
university). This didn’t prove to be a problem 
however as both sessions were engaging and 
intellectually refreshing. 

For the IBS sessions, the facilitators were 
able to bring the Bible back to life by 
teaching us how to see the Bible through the 
world of the author, the world of the reader 
and the world of the text. They showed how 
these three worlds were able to dynamically 
interact together and produce meaning. 
What particularly stayed with me was 
learning about the author-centered world. 
As someone who did badly for history in 
secondary school, I have always viewed the 
Bible as a book of historical facts and nothing 

Learning to see the Bible through the author’s 
eyes – an IBS session facilitated by Lok Jian Wen



What I enjoyed most about SWAT camp:
Never have I utilised Bible commentaries to 
gain a varied perspective on Bible verses. 
Thus, the IBS sessions provided me with 
a fresh outlook as to how the Bible can be 
read and analysed on a deeper level. I was 
awed by the spectrum of possible verse 
interpretations. It was so fascinating and 
enlightening at the same time. However, 
with the varied commentaries, some might 
be misleading. Hence, it struck me that we 
should always question deeper about the 
Bible’s accurate message. IBS is a good tool 
as a guide to start off 2018, so I can dig deeper 
into the Word. IBS also reminded me of our 
tendency to take verses out of their context 
and misuse them for our personal desire. 

The diversity within the groups provided 
for some interesting group dynamics during 
discussions as we held diverse viewpoints 
due to our individual experiences. At the 
end of six days, it was heartening to see how 
relationships could be formed regardless of 
how different we may be from one another, 
from different campuses and faculties.

My biggest takeaway from this camp:
Never take the easy way out and claim that 
the Bible is too “cheem” (difficult). There are 
many informative materials out there that can 
aid us in our learning and understanding of 
God’s Word. But be discerning when sieving 
out accurate interpretations as some can be 
outright erroneous and fabricate the truth.

SWAT is certainly the most mentally 
exhausting camp I have ever been to, but also 
the most insightful and enriching one, through 
meaningful group discussions, workshops 
and IBS. I will definitely be back! •

Sophia Foo 
SUSS, Social Work 
Year 1

Rebecca Thng Jing Min, 
NTU, Sociology
Year2

Studying the Word all together was a fascinating 
and enlightening time

in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then 
you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise” (Gal. 3:27-29, NIV). This 
was a good reminder that even through all 
our theological differences, personalities, 
culture and practices, unity in Christ is still 
the most important. 
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Announcements 

UPCOMING EVENTS

http://www.tinyurl.com/spca2018


Announcements

FES National Conference 2018
Theme: To Affinity and Beyond
Date: Friday, 28 September to Sunday, 30 September 2018

Every three years, FES holds a national conference that brings together students and 
student leaders from all the FES affiliated CFs for a time of fellowship and learning. In the 
process, we hope to discern how God is leading the student movement to strive as salt and 
light in the times we are in now and in the days ahead. 

More details will be available in the coming months!

Mark the 
dates!
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Books
 

FROM THE FES 
LIBRARY

AFTER COLLEGE
Navigating Transitions, Relationships and Faith
Erica Young Reitz, IVP 2016

Erica Young Reitz helps university students and recent graduates 
navigate the complex transition to life after graduation. Drawing 
on best practices and research on senior preparedness, this 
practical guide addresses the top issues graduates face: making 
decisions, finding friends, managing money, discerning your 
calling and much more.

WINSOME PERSUASION
Christian Influence in a Post-Christian World
by Tim Muehlhoff and Richard Langer, IVP 2017

The task of bearing faithful witness to Jesus in our post-Christian 
society is complicated. What should our interactions with 
the dominant cultural ethos look like? How might we be both 
persuasive and civil? Integrating communications and theology, 
this model for cultural engagement offers a compelling vision of 
public engagement that is both shrewd and gracious.

Note:
•	 The above book descriptions were taken from the InterVarsity Press (IVP) website. For further 

information on the books, go to: https://www.ivpress.com/
•	 Membership to the FES Library is free for students. Refer to http://fessingapore.org/resources/

library for more information.

“We read the Bible ... as well as other books that guide us to a deeper understanding of Scripture, 
books that help us better understand the times and places in which we live, and books that help 

us mature in our personal vocations ... “ 

– C. Christopher Smith in Reading for the Common Good (IVP 2016), p.21.
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Books

NEW PUBLICATION

Lau Jen Sin, a graduate of the former University of Singapore, served as literature staffworker 
with FES CW from 1979–1982. After furthering her studies in the UK, she worked as a librarian 
at NUS, China Graduate School of Theology, Hong Kong, and Trinity Theological College, 
Singapore where she served the longest, from 1988–2002.

那时刻，我在 
PRESENT TO THE 
MOMENT
Journey of the FES 
Chinese Work
Lau Jen Sin, FES 2017 

那时刻，我在 Present to the Moment is a set of 
three books chronicling the journey of the FES 
Chinese Work (CW).

In 2007, a few of us formed a History Project 
Committee having in mind only the organising 
of the FES CW archives. These archival materials 
include the meeting minutes and reports of the 
CW committee and other various CF committees 
on different campuses.

We soon discovered that organising the 
material was only the beginning, and that 
documentation of the FES CW story seemed 
essential. I was therefore entrusted to continue 
working on this project. The committee was 
only too happy to learn that God had also 
moved my heart to pen this story as I could 
see the fruit of the FES student ministry in the 
many pastors and church leaders in the local 
Chinese church.

Besides looking into the archives, I spent 
quite a lot of time collecting oral history 
by interviewing relevant personalities. 
All these started as far back as 2013.

The three volumes of Present to the 
Moment are:
Volume 1 — History, portrait, photo 
album: Background of the FES ministry, 
how the various CFs began, people 
galleries, and pictorial sketches of the 
FES CW.
Volume 2 — Formation: Different ways 
by which FES inculcated in students the 
process of formation.
Volume 3 — Engaging: The different 
aspects of students’ faith and service 
within and outside the campus.

Note: This book which is written in Chinese, is 
available at the FES office.
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