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Welcome to the inaugural issue of Impetus, 
the monthly e-newsletter of FES Singapore. 
The name Impetus is not new in the history 
of FES. Between the mid-1970s and early 
1980s, Impetus was the name of the 
combined FES and GCF newsletter.

The word ‘impetus’ is defined as a driving 
force; a stimulation, or an encouragement, 
resulting in increased movement. It is our 
hope that through reading Impetus, you 
will be encouraged and excited about God’s 
ministry amongst students through FES. 

With your partnership in prayer and support, 
we, by God’s grace and strength, are 
working together to see a community of 
Christlike leaders who are salt and light on 
campus, in church, and in society for the 
glory of God.



From the General Secretary’s Desk



Our work among students during the 
months of April/May is marked by two 
crucial milestones. 

Firstly, it is a period of welcoming new 
students for our Polytechnic ministry. 
Various Freshmen Orientation Camps 
(FOC) and Welcome Tea events have been 
or are about to be carried out. Across the 
five polytechnics, we are expecting 50 to 
60 new students to join either our English 
or Chinese speaking Christian Fellowship 
(CF). Typically, 10% to15% of them are pre-
believers. 

Secondly, these past two months we also 
witness a series of student leadership 
succession, especially in the University 
ministry. More than 80 new student leaders 
were either elected or rose to the occasion, 
taking on various leadership positions such 
as CF chairperson, vice-chair, standing 
committee leader, faculty or hall ministry 
coordinator. 

This is indeed an exciting, but yet a 
potentially unnerving period. These new 
students come with different characteristics 
and unique demands. The new leaders also 
have various aspirations and leadership 



styles. Nevertheless, in both situations, efforts 
to lead them to Christlikeness as well as 
training (and re-training) them to grasp what a 
student ministry is like must still be done from 
year to year. Nothing remains static. All are in 
movement. 

The above situation reminds me of what 
Lindsay Brown, the former IFES General 
Secretary asserted. He said that student 
ministry is always fragile as students are ‘fast 
in and fast out’, becoming leaders as swiftly as 
they hand over their leadership. Furthermore, 
the process has now become more prompt as 
some university students finish their studies 
within a short period of two years. 

However, in spite of the above challenges, we 
are neither losing hope nor in despair. In fact, 
it has become a driving force or stimulation 
for us to find fresh or better ways to move 
towards our goal. It helps us to avoid being 
complacent of having arrived at the destination 
and keeps us on the journey. It prevent us 
from being a dead and static monument.

Our vision remains intact: “to see a 
community of Christlike leaders who are salt 
and light on campus, in church, and in society 



for the glory of God”. Yet, despite the fact 
that within a few years we will have already 
entered the seventh decade of the FES 
ministry, we refuse to linger on or merely 
commemorate the “glorious past”. Instead, 
led by the Spirit, we will keep ourselves on 
the move towards the goal.

Lastly, we will stick to this ministry, which 
is fragile and breakable, following Paul’s 

words  
 

 
 
 

 

May we see the power of Christ dwelling in 
this worthy movement all the way!

Lisman Komaladi
General Secretary



About 25 people participated in the 
Combined Polytechnic Chinese 
Christian Fellowship Freshmen 
Orientation Camp (FOC) which was 
held from 12–14 April with the theme, 
我的校园时代 (My Campus Life). 

Bonding games at the camp 

For the Polytechnic ministry, this is the 
period of welcoming freshmen to the 
new academic year.



NUS VCF FOC
Date: 4–7 July 2016
Venue: St Andrew’s Village, 
1 Francis Thomas Drive, 
Singapore 359340
Check out the details: 
http://www.nusvcf.com

CVCF FOC
在神的国度里，我站在哪里
Date: 2–4 August 2016
Venue: Aloha Loyang Chalet
Registration: 
Contact Yeng Fai (98171029)

 
 

 

Ignite! (Based on Ephesians 2:1–10)
Combined Polytechnic English CF FOC
Date: 13–15 May 2016
Venue: St Andrew’s Village, 
1 Francis  Drive, Singapore 359340
Register here:
tiny.cc/CFFOC16  





From 17–31 March, six polytechnic students, accompanied 
by three staffworkers, went to Baray and Siem Reap in 
Cambodia under the Polytechnic Intercultural Exposure 
(PIE) Programme.1 At Baray, the team visited a local primary 
school to teach and help paint the school walls, distributed 
welfare packs, and conducted activities for the hostel youth 
ministry. Over at Siem Reap, they assisted two Filipino 
missionaries who operate a Student Centre, helping them 
to run activities aimed at teaching English. They also visited 
a local village church and ran Sunday school for the children.

What were some of the lessons learnt by the team through 
this programme?

1 The PIE (Polytechnic Intercultural Exposure) Programme, run by FES, serves 
to educate and orientate students from our polytechnic CFs to missions and 
intercultural issues related to missions. Prior to the exposure trip, the students 
are given training that includes an overview of the Bible, experiential learning 
in contextualisation, and what is involved in reaching another culture and the 
marginalised. 



I have gained so much more than I asked for and He 
has changed me to be more like Him. Not only has 
He totally transformed me, He took good care of the 
team too. Although many of our programmes did not 
work out according to plan, and added to that, having 
been so stressed during the weeks of preparation 
before the trip, God led the way by sustaining us 
and our activities. He worked through us and we 
accomplished more than we expected. Above all, 
God was at the centre of everything we did. The 
most incredible thing is that we were able to be part 
of His great mission in Cambodia; to work alongside 
the missionaries and pastors to lay the foundation of 
and to extend His Kingdom in this country. Indeed 
everything fell according to His plans. He crafted 
everything perfectly in His own time and in His own 
way. Praise the Lord!
– Rachael 



During this trip, I learnt a great deal from the 
missionaries I met. 

David, our coordinator and translator in Baray, is full 
of humour and determination to let people see that 
God is the way to eternal life. I remember asking him 
what made him a believer and he shared that he was 
saved when God broke down the walls in his life. 
He experienced joy that he never felt before, and 
healing of the scars in his heart from the civil war 
that caused much suffering to him and his family. 

Fem, Nancy (the Filipino missionaries who run 
the Student Centre at Siem Reap) and the kids at 
the centre showed me that God is our Protector, 
Comforter, Provider and Guide. No matter how dark 
or bleak the situation may be, there is hope in Him.
– Myron
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