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AT FES, raising financial sup-
port for our ministry, includ-
ing staff salaries, is shared 

between the FES Council/Board and 
staffworkers. Our staffworkers are en-
couraged to share the ministry’s needs 
with alumni as well as their church lead-
ers. We are grateful that the local church 
support for our ministry has increased, 
with 20% of our income coming from 
them compared to a mere 8% eight 
years ago. 

At the same time, the FES Council, with 
the finance working committees from 
the three ministry sections (Engish, Chi-
nese and Indonesian), will rally support 
from their respective alumni. We are 
heartened to see that almost 70% of fi-
nancial support we have received comes 
from our own graduates – though only 
half of those are giving regularly on a 
monthly basis. The other half gives one-
time contributions or on an ad-hoc ba-
sis. We would like to encourage you to 
consider giving on a more regular basis 
using the various methods we have pro-
vided (standing order of internet bank-
ing, Giro, or cheque). Please refer to our 
website for more information.

A few months ago, I mentioned the 
need to raise a specific rally, to all reg-
ular donors, for the 13th month giving. 
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GS DESK: 
ABUNDANCE, 
NEED AND 
FAIR BALANCE
Having ‘a fair balance 
between your present 
abundance and their need’

http://www.fessingapore.org/participate/support-us
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The 13th month salary, equivalent to one 
full month’s salary, is a single annual pay-
ment on top of an employee’s total annual 
wage. It is historically paid in December 
(the 12th month) around Christmas, hence 
traditionally called a Christmas bonus. In 
Singapore, it is called the Annual Wage 
Supplement (AWS). According to the Min-
istry of Manpower’s guidelines, AWS is 
not compulsory. Nevertheless, in the past 
few years, FES has tried, as much as pos-
sible, to give one month of AWS to our 
staffworkers.

Therefore, with the end of the financial 
year approaching, I would like to humbly 
appeal to you to consider making a 13th 
month gift to FES this or next month. You 
can write in your cheque or a standing in-
struction – “For Staff AWS” – and we will 
administer it accordingly.

Lastly, as Paul raised funds for the church-
es of Macedonia, I echo his intent that “I 
do not mean that there should be relief 
for others and pressure on you, but it is 
a question of a fair balance between your 
present abundance and their need, so that 
their abundance may be for your need, in 
order that there may be a fair balance” (2 
Cor. 8:13-14, NRSV). •

Lisman Komaladi
General Secretary
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ON 17 August 2016, Dr Craig Blomberg, 
Distinguished Professor of New Tes-
tament from Denver Seminary, spoke 

about interpreting Jesus’ parables at an event jointly 
organised by NUS VCF’s Biblical Engagement Study 
Team and FES. About 70 students from the various 
CF ministries in James Cook University Singapore, 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, NTU and NUS attended the 
talk.

NUS VCF BEST: 
STORIES 
W I T H I N 
A STORY Reading the parables 

and discovering what 
they reveal about Jesus 
and His message
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Dr Blomberg began by going through 
the tradition of interpreting the gospels 
and how it has changed historically. He 
warned against being too allegorical with 
details or seeing parables as a vehicle for 
a single message. Parables were nuanced 
stories that contained layered meanings; 
they spoke differently to Jesus’ varied au-
diences. There were different structures 
that parables largely fell into but the broad 
rule was that the number of important 
perspectives within a parable correspond-
ed to the number of characters.

One would assume that stories are under-
stood intuitively, but Dr Blomberg’s care-
ful analysis showed what we understand 
today was not always true of the past. 
The interpretation of any biblical passage 
requires a great deal of conscientious de-
liberation, and builds upon previously held 
assumptions. The study of the Bible is an 
act that stretches across time, and draws 
from communal efforts to share and im-
prove.

Beyond the technical details which in-
formed our reading of the Bible, Dr Blom-
berg’s talk was made most memorable by 
the animated way in which he insisted on 
reading Jesus’ stories and the excitement 
with which he uncovered their messages 
for us. The care and love he had for God’s 
Word, along with a reverent diligence to 
honour the stories, was instructional for 
an examination of our own attitudes. •

Lim Se Ern
Yale-NUS College, Year 3

Reading the parables 
and discovering what 
they reveal about Jesus 
and His message

NUS VCF Biblical Engagement Study Team
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SP CF
BONDING 
CAMP
It is God’s love that 
binds us together!

“We’re not just friends by culture, 
we are, more importantly, fellow 
gospel partners in Christ”.
 

The members of Singapore Polytech-
nic English Christian Fellowship (SP 
ECF) had a meaningful and warm 

experience during our annual bonding 
camp that was held from 10–12 October 
2016. A total of 21 students from SP ECF 
and one student from Temasek Polytech-
nic Students’ Christian Fellowship joined 
the camp, held at National Service Resort 
& Country Club, Changi. The camp was 
facilitated by a group of four camp com-
mittee members, in addition to our com-
mitted and humble camp speaker, FES 
staffworker Gabriel Jiang. 
 
The camp theme was simply “Fellowship”, 
as stated in 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “There-
fore encourage one another and build each 

After washing their feet, he put 
on his robe again and sat down 
and asked, “Do you understand 
what I was doing? You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you 
are right, because that’s what 
I am. And since I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you ought to wash each 
other’s feet. I have given you 
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other up, just as in fact you are doing”. Dur-
ing the sharing sessions, our camp speak-
er led us to view, through Jesus’ eyes, His 
life, ministry and relationships with peo-
ple. In Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
We learned that Jesus portrayed divine 
servanthood during His time spent with 
His disciples, the ones He called friends.
         
After the camp, the bond between the 
members strengthened. Previously, we 
sometimes felt awkward around each oth-
er when we meet during our regular CF 
sessions and group meetings. But I really 
thank God for moulding us little by little 
during this bonding camp. He helped us 
to know and understand each other bet-
ter, to accept one’s flaws and praise one’s 
strengths, to be selfless and humble living 
out our lives for Jesus.
         
On the second day, at mid-noon, we 
washed each other’s feet and prayed for 
one another. I really sensed God’s pres-
ence and love covering us, breaking down 
walls of fear and awkwardness, changing 
our hearts to be more open to each oth-
er, trusting each other. I believe that it is 
God’s love that binds us together. We love 
because He first loved us. •

Janice Ng is a Year 2 student studying Nutrition, 
Health and Wellness at Singapore Polytechnic. 

Singapore Polytechnic Christian Fellowship Camp

an example to follow. Do as I 
have done to you. I tell you the 
truth, slaves are not greater 
than their master. Nor is the 
messenger more important 
than the one who sends the 
message. Now that you know 
these things, God will bless 
you for doing them. 

–  John 13:12-17
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During the recent semester break, 
a combined Polytechnic Chinese 
CF Bible Camp was held at Eden 

Bible-Presbyterian Church. A total of 21 
students from Singapore Polytechnic, 
Nanyang Polytechnic, Ngee Ann Polytech-
nic, Temasek Polytechnic and two alumni 
attended the camp. Although not all 21 of 
us stayed for the whole camp due to vari-
ous unavoidable reasons, we were glad 
that they still made the effort to come and 
join us. We were also very thankful that 
we managed to invite our staffworkers Lai 
Sze Khiong, Chan Sook Ching, Lim Chee 
Tat, Jackson Lum and Billy Seah to do the 
teaching sessions and also accompany us 
throughout the three-day camp.

The theme for this year’s Bible Camp, was 
通往天国的奥秘 (The Secret to Heaven) 
and the theme song was 恩典之路 (Road 
to Grace). The theme speaks about our 
God who is lavish in His grace. Although 
we cannot earn God’s grace, we can 
strive to walk in the path where He has 

What is the secret to heaven? 
Where is the road to grace?

COMBINED 
POLYTECHNIC 
CHINESE CF 
BIBLE CAMP
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promised his blessings. The reason for 
having this Bible Camp is simple, namely 
to help students hear God’s voice (word), 
have God’s ear (prayer) and be with God’s 

people (fellowship). It was indeed a great 
opportunity for us to come together in 
God’s presence. 

Besides facing some challenges during 
the preparations, the three-day camp 
went exceptionally smoothly. Praise the 
Lord! I am also grateful that I was able to 
broaden my circle of friends. Such fellow-
ship enables us to care and pray for each 
other, as well as encourage one other in 

the Lord. I am also thankful that this camp 
has made my holidays much more mean-
ingful and spiritually enlightening. 

The speakers had also helped us to have 
a deeper understanding of the New Tes-
tament and the Gospels. There were 
many details and important messages 
in his Word that most of us did not re-
alise. One of the many things I have learnt 
from this camp is that we need to take 
time to study and ponder over the Word 
in a much deeper way than merely just 
depending on the weekly church sermon 
experience. Through this camp, we know 
that God has been gracious to us through 
His forgiveness, mercy and provision. He 
loved and protected us even when we did 
not deserve it. Therefore, I hope that I am 
able to extend similar love, mercy and jus-
tice to those around me.•

Chloey Ann  
Temasek Polytechnic, Early Childhood,  Year 1

Combined Poly Chinese CF Bible Camp

The reason for having 
this Bible Camp is simple, 
namely to help students 
hear God’s voice (word), 
have God’s ear (prayer), 
and be with God’s people 
(fellowship).
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在
刚 过 去 的 理 工 学 院 假 期

里，联合理工研经营在伊

甸 圣 经 长 老 会 举 行 。 总

共有21位来自新加坡理工、南洋理

工、义安理工与淡马锡理工学院的

学生，以及2位校友参与这次的研经

营。虽然因着许多课业上的原因，

不是全部21位学生都能全程参与，

但看到大家都尽力前来与我们一同学

习，我们还是非常高兴。我们也非常

感恩能够邀请FES华文组的干事们：

淑贞干事、志达干事、冠廷干事与斯

强干事，以及来自三一神学院的林德

平牧师作为这次研经营的讲员，而且

还有贵兴干事(Billy)在这三天里陪伴

我们不间断地查考神的话语。

这次研经营的主题是“通往天国的奥

秘”，而我们以诗歌“恩典之路”来

作为营会的主题歌。我们尝试通过营

会的主题与主题诗歌看见：神赐下富

足的恩典，但我们无法靠自己去赚取
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这恩典，故只能竭力走在神应许我们

的恩典之路上。这个研经营的宗旨非

常简单，就是要帮助我们听主的声音

（圣经）、有主的耳朵（祷告），并

与主的子民同在（团契）。这实在是

一个奇妙的时机，让我们能在神的同

在中被召集。 

除了在筹备的过程中面对一些挑战之

外，这三天的研经营都进行得非常顺

利，赞美主！我自己也觉得非常感

恩，因能够在这次营会里扩大我的团

契圈子，而且我们这群弟兄姐妹也在

团契里彼此关心、彼此代祷，并在

主里彼此鼓励。感谢主，我原本枯

燥乏味的假期因为参加了这个营会

而在属灵上变得更加充实。

除此之外，营会的讲员们也帮助大

家对新约有了更深一层的理解，尤

其是福音书。神的话语当中有许多

细节与信息是我们平时不会特别去

留意的。所以，我在这次研经营里

所学到的其中一样功课是：我们需

要深入思考神的话语，而不能只依

靠一周一次的教会崇拜来提供我们

灵粮。通过这个研经营，我们知道

神的恩典在祂的饶恕、怜悯与供应

中临到我们。就算我们不配得到祂

的爱，祂还是用祂的大爱来保护我

们。我盼望我能够以同样的爱、怜

悯与公义来对待我身边的人。•

Chloey Ann  
淡马锡理工学院, 幼儿教育文凭课, 第一年

Combined Poly Chinese CF Bible Camp
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FES 
CELEBRATES 
IFES WORLD 
STUDENT DAY
Loving and praying for our neighbours



World Student Day

15 OCTOBER
S A T U R D A Y

120 CFers
from various 
universities and 
polytechnics

13
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FES celebrated IFES World 
Student Day (WSD) 
2016 on Saturday, 15 

October 2016. Around 120 CFers from var-
ious universities and polytechnics around 
Singapore participated in this event. 

Following the theme for IFES WSD 2016, 
Loving Your Neighbour, several activities 

were set up. One of the activities was 
experiential learning of six people groups 
around the world who face hardships in 
their lives. Planned and executed by the 
CFs from NTU and NUS, we learned about 
the persecution faced by Rohingya refu-
gees in Myanmar, the consequences of 
civil wars leading to refugee problems in 
MENA, the difficulties of obtaining water 
in India, the brutality of child prostitution 

in Thailand, the issue of child labour in the 
tobacco industry in Indonesia, and the 
problem in Cambodia sprouting from land 
allocation.

Inexperienced as we are, both as a team 
and in terms of organising WSD (which 
few of us have participated in before), 
with God’s mighty hand, the guidance 

from FES staffs and 
cooperation from 
CFs around Singa-
pore, WSD 2016 was 
satisfactorily con-
cluded. Though there 
were hiccups and 
problems arose, it 
has been a joy serv-
ing in the committee. 

As we were given a taste of God’s grace 
throughout the planning and execution 
stages, we hope that others have expe-
rienced that too as we considered about 
and prayed for people all around the 
world. •

Anita Triani
NUS, English Language, Year 4 

November 2016 Impetus
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World Student Day

How did other student movements celebrate 
World Student Day? 

GBU Chile students were praying all over the country including 
campuses in Iquique, Concepción, Los Angeles, Valdivia and San-
tiago. They skyped with CECE Ecuador students in Quito, who had 
spent the day getting to know their neighbours.

READ MORE 

Compa Mexico was celebrating in 
a big way in places like Monterrey, 
Mexico City, Yucatan and Tabasco. 
Compa Mexico in Baja California 
loved their neighbours at the uni-
versity by giving thank-you cards 
to the secretaries who serve them 
in so many ways.

FCS Mongolia skyped with students in 
Russia. In Russia, some students prayed 
especially for Rachel, a student who sur-
vived the massacre at Garissa, Kenya on 
April, 2015, and also for Christians at the 
university there as they continue to live 
for Christ.

ZAFES Zambia students in Kitwe 
spent time clearing the grounds 
of a local medical clinic.

http://www.ifesworld.org/en/blog/2016/10/world-student-day-%E2%80%93-celebration-pictures
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FES CHINESE WORK 
BIG FAMILY 
GATHERING
An Invaluable Eye-Opening Get-Together

November 2016 Impetus
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Chinese Work Big Family Gathering

This annual gathering, held on 21 Oc-
tober this year at Leng Kwang Baptist 
Church with the theme Unity (从心

合一), was really eye-opening for me in the 
sense that I was able to listen to the sharing 
from different campus fellowships and even 
from the graduate groups. 

I realise it is not easy to gather God’s peo-
ple from different backgrounds (some of us 
are studying and some working)  at such a 
meeting. Seizing this precious opportunity to 
catch up with different people, especially for-
mer CF members, was my top priority at this 
event. I was delighted by the fact that people 
were willing to share their problems, mutu-
ally exchange prayer items and spontaneous-
ly pray for each other. Though we may each 
have our own unique problems, God is still 
faithful and merciful in allowing this event to 
be a blessing for everyone who attended. He 
remembers and will fulfill His purpose for us 
through His steadfast love. •

Tan Wei Siang
Singapore Polytechnic, School of Mechanical and 
Aeronautical Engineering, Year 3

UNITY
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ISCF CITY 
CAMPUS
FELLOWSHIP 
We are one body in Christ!

T
he Indonesian Students’ Chris-
tian Fellowship (ISCF) City Cam-
pus City Campus gathering is 
held every last Wednesday of the 

month. Students from various universities 
such as SIM, MDIS, PSB, Curtin, NAFA, 
and LASALLE, together with staffworkers, 
gather together for fellowship at the FES 
conference room. During our latest meet-
ing at the end of October, there was a to-
tal of 25 participants. 

We, the students, felt that having such a 
combined fellowship would help pioneer-
ing ISCFs in different universities to not 
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be discouraged by small numbers and see 
that there is much more to ISCF beyond 
their respective universities. The gathering 
is also an opportunity for us to come to-
gether and encourage one another in min-
istry. ISCF is not just representing SIM, 
MDIS or a particular university, but we are 

representing stu-
dents ministering 
for the glory of God. 
We envision ISCF 
as a way of fulfilling 
1 Corinthians 12:12, 
as it were: “just as 
a body, though one, 
has many parts, but 
all its many parts 
form one body, so it 
is with Christ”. Per-
sonally, I felt that 
this gathering helps 
to fulfill the above 
vision. It may not 
be instant, but the 
effects are visible. 
The boundaries be-

tween different universities become less 
visible by the day.

The themes covered during the gather-
ing typically revolve around topics that 
are close to the hearts of students: being 
salt and light, the ups and downs of stu-
dent ministry, and so on. God has taught 
me many things through the various ses-
sions, especially on my perception of stu-
dent ministry. One of the many lessons 
that resonated with me occurred during 
the second meeting. We were discussing 
how it is never an easy task to be involved 
in student ministry. Regardless, with the 
correct motivation, hard work and prayer, 
God will always provide. Romans 8:28 
says, “in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose”. I 
stand rooted in this verse, despite the 
fact that our City Campus gatherings are 
not always smooth sailing; in the end God 
always works for the good of His children 
who love and live for Him. •

Isabella is in Year 3, studying Business and 
Management at Singapore Institute of Management. 
She has a soft spot for fluffy dogs!  

ISCF City Campus
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JCUS CF 
CAMP 

The James Cook University Singapore Christian 
Fellowship (JCUS CF) camp was held from 26–
28 October 2016 at Aloha Changi. 20 students 

attended the camp with some alumni coming for the 
evening sessions. 

Reigniting our passion for God
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JCUS CF Camp

During the planning stage, the camp com-
mittee, after much prayer and discussion, 
decided that it was important to look with-
in and allow God to burn away the things 
that hindered us from drawing closer to 
Him. To move forward in our Christian 
journey, we must first deal with the bag-
gage in our lives. Therefore, we decided 
on the theme Burning Hearts to signify 
our desire for God to set us ablaze once 
again.  

One image that has stayed with me till 
today was seeing students from different 
denominations worshipping and singing 
praises to our God. We may come from 
different backgrounds and practices, how-
ever when we come before the same 
King, none of these matter and we were 
able to worship freely. 

Before the camp commenced, I was ini-
tially concerned that some of our mem-
bers, especially the foreign students, 
would feel excluded and not have a sense 
of belonging in this camp. As the students 
were all split into small groups, the group 
leaders were asked to take special care 
to look out for the members under their 
care. I must say that the group leaders did 
a great job and eased this burden off my 
mind. 

One of the things that I learnt through 
this camp is that doing less is some-
times more. We do not have to be overly 
prepared till there is no room for God to 
move, but what we can do is look into the 
necessary details and move aside for God 
to have His way. I have seen it happen 
during this camp, and am expecting even 
more for next year’s camp! •

Sarabeth, a Year 3 Psychology student at JCUS, 
loves music and jamming with her friends. 
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Does the CF replace the local church? 
When a student joins the CF, there is no time to serve the local church. 
Find out if these are myths or realities.

Can students from different denominations serve together on campus?
Learn about Andy’s experience here.

Where to view the above videos? http://fessingapore.org

NEW VIDEOS
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ENGAGING 
THE CAMPUS 
FAITH AND SERVICE 

IN THE ACADEMY

Second Edition - Revised and Expanded
FES Singapore 2016

What does it mean to engage the 
whole campus for Christ? Do we 
have the biblical foundation to this 

vision? Is engaging the campus an elitist min-
istry? What are the challenges faced and pos-
sible blind spots discovered as we practise our 
faith and serve in the academy?

Since the original version of this booklet was 
published in 2014, we have been humbled and 
grateful to witness how God has used it to ed-
ify students and graduates, not only locally in 
Singapore, but also in many other countries in 
Asia, Europe, Africa, and America. 

In this second edition of Engaging the Cam-
pus: Faith and Service in the Academy there 
are slight updates in the articles by Terry Hal-
liday and Vinoth Ramachandra. The article on 
the Singapore context has been revised and 
expanded. The testimony of one student’s 
journey in engaging the campus remains un-
changed. Last but not least, we have added a 
new response from Hong Kong.

May we continue to ingeniously discover and 
authentically live out many ways of engaging 
our campus for Christ! •

This book is available at the FES office. 

Resources

A BOOK 
EVERY 
STUDENT 
SHOULD 
READ! New 

Edition!
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